» WIRRAL

HOUSING COMMITTEE

Thursday 27 January 2022

REPORT TITLE: 2022/23 BUDGET UPDATE

REPORT OF: DIRECTOR OF LAW AND GOVERNANCE
REPORT SUMMARY

The report provides for consideration of the recommendations of the Policy and
Resources Committee in respect of the 2022/23 Budget Update. The associated
Report of the Director of Resources to the Policy and Resources Committee is
attached at appendix 1.

RECOMMENDATION/S
The Housing Committee is recommended to:
1) note and comment on the 2022/23 draft budget proposals.
2) authorise the relevant director with portfolio to take the necessary action to
consult on any proposals that require additional consultation and take
necessary action to deliver the resulting service changes in consultation with

the Chair and Group Spokesperson or reporting to the Housing Committee as
the Director considers appropriate.
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REASON/S FOR RECOMMENDATION/S

To provide the opportunity for the Policy and Services Committees to provide
feedback on the budget proposals for the Policy and Resources Committee to
take into consideration in recommending a legal budget to Full Council at its
meeting of 28 February 2022.

OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Other options have been considered as reported in the Policy and Resources
Committee and appended report.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Policy and Resources Committee at its meeting on Monday, 17 January 2021
will receive a report from the Director of Resources providing an updated
position on the draft budget for 2022/23 and related statutory consultation.
That report and associated appendices are appended to this report.

The budget proposals associated to Housing Committee are detailed within
section 3 of this report.

PROPOSAL: Cease Financial Contributions for the Provision of Community
Alarms and Response Calls

More about this option: It is proposed the council will cease the grant
funding contribution to current eligible customers for the community
alarm/response services charges. Notice will be given to the providers of this
funding being withdrawn in line with current funding regime and agreement
notice period. Registered providers will then each undertake their own review
of the service provided to see how this would be managed with their residents.

Saving: £200k (22-23) £100k (23/24)
PROPOSAL: Reconfiguration of Commissioned Homeless Accommodation

More about this option: The homeless accommodation scheme in its current
configuration is not fully meeting the demands being seen coming through the
council’s housing options system. In partnership with service providers, we will
look to reconfigure the service, adjusting parameters, including age
restrictions, in order to meet demand and cater for wider client groups.
Changes would result in the service having the ability to apply for intensive
housing management eligible costs, thereby releasing the expenditure the
council currently provides as part of a commissioned service.

Saving: £115k (22/23) £37k (23/24)
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An analysis of the current configuration of the ‘Market Wells’ supported
housing scheme located in Central Birkenhead is attached to this report as
Appendix 6. Appendix 6 is exempt from publication in accordance with
paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972
(being information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular
person, including the authority holding that information).

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

This report is to ensure that a fully balanced legal budget can be
recommended by the Policy and Resources Committee to Full Council at its
meeting of 28 February 2022.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

As detailed in the appended report to the Policy and Resources Committee.
RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: STAFFING, ICT AND ASSETS

As detailed in the appended report to the Policy and Resources Committee.
RELEVANT RISKS

As detailed in the appended report to the Policy and Resources Committee.
ENGAGEMENT/CONSULTATION

As detailed in the appended report to the Policy and Resources Committee.

EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

As detailed in the appended report to the Policy and Resources Committee.

10.0 ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE IMPLICATIONS

10.1

As detailed in the appended report to the Policy and Resources Committee.

11.0 COMMUNITY WEALTH IMPLICATIONS

11.1

As detailed in the appended report to the Policy and Resources Committee.

REPORT AUTHOR: Dan Sharples

(Dan Sharples, Democracy Business Manager)
email: danielsharples@wirral.gov.uk

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 Report to Policy and Resources Committee, 17 January 2022
Appendix 2 Detailed Draft 2022-23 Budget Position
Appendix 3 Briefing Note: Local Government Finance Settlement 2022/23
Appendix 4 2022/23 Budget Setting Proposals Pack
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Appendix 5 Full Budget Consultation report
Appendix 6 Analysis of the current configuration of the ‘Market Wells’ supported
housing scheme located in Central Birkenhead. *

*Appendix 6 is exempt from publication in accordance with paragraph 3 of Part 1 of
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (being information relating to the

financial or business affairs of any particular person, including the authority holding
that information).
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