Appendix 3 - SEN Improvement Test

SEN Improvement Test
When considering any re-organisation of provision that the LA
considers to be reserved for pupils with special educational needs,
including that which might lead to children being displaced, proposers
will need to demonstrate how the proposed alternative arrangements
are likely to lead to improvements in the standard, quality and/or
range of educational provision for those children. Decision-makers
should ensure that proposals:
i. take account of parental preferences for particular styles of provision
or education settings;
ii. take account of any relevant local offer for children and young people
with SEN and disabilities and the views expressed on it;
iii. offer a range of provision to respond to the needs of individual
children and young people, taking account of collaborative
arrangements (including between special and mainstream), extended
school and Children’s Centre provision; regional centres (of
expertise) and regional and sub-regional provision; out of LA day and
residential special provision;
iv. take full account of educational considerations, in particular the need
to ensure a broad and balanced curriculum, within a learning
environment where children can be healthy and stay safe;
v. support the LA’s strategy for making schools and settings more
accessible to disabled children and young people and their scheme
for promoting equality of opportunity for disabled people;
vi.

provide access to appropriately trained staff and access to specialist
support and advice, so that individual pupils can have the fullest
possible opportunities to make progress in their learning and
participate in their school and community;

vii. ensure appropriate provision for 14-19 year-olds; and
viii. ensure that appropriate full-time education will be available to all
displaced pupils. Their statements of special educational needs must
be amended and all parental rights must be ensured. Other
interested partners, such as the Health Authority should be involved.
Pupils should not be placed long-term or permanently in a Pupil
Referral Unit (PRU) if a special school place is what they need.
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