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Welcome to the very first edition of Town Talk...

a brand new community newsletter for all residents of the Birkenhead Constituency area. Produced three times a year, the
aim of Town Talk is to provide you with news and information about activities and services in your area. So whether you
live in Bidston or Rock Ferry, Beechwood or Oxton, we aim to have something in here for you, and if there isn’t, then let
us know what is happening where you live and we’ll try to include it in our next edition.
Email news-towntalk@hotmail.com with any feedback, story ideas or contributions. The deadline for the next edition is
Friday 1st May 2015. We look forward to hearing from you and we hope you enjoy this first edition.

Help celebrate 50 Years
in the Viking Centre

The Viking Centre opened in May 1965 to house the Birkenhead Lads
Club, later on admitting girls as well. Now a registered charity, the Vikes
seeks to provide activities for all age groups.

Opening of Café at the Vikes, June 2014

In May 2015 we intend to celebrate our 50th anniversary. If you used to attend the club in years gone by, please get in
touch and leave us your contact details and your memories. Feel free to message us through our website or Facebook
page.This could be your chance to renew old friendships. If you have any photos or press cuttings we would love to see
them and with your permission, copy them to use in promoting the Vikes generally and the 50th anniversary in particular.
The Viking Centre, 40 Thorsway, Rock Ferry, Birkenhead CH42 1NW
Tel: 0151 644 1535 Email: vikingcentre@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www. vikingcentre.co.uk
Like our page http://www.facebook.com/VikingCentre

Do you need support finding
employment or training?
If so why not pop in to one of Reachout’s FREE work clubs.
• Prenton Library Monday 9.15am-10.30am
• Ark Wednesday 12noon-1pm (You must book
• Birkenhead Library Monday 10am-12noon
an appointment on 0151 652 6406)
• Beechwood Library Tuesday 9.30am-11am
• The Viking Centre & Youth Club Thursday 10am-12noon
• St James Library Tuesday 11.30am-1pm
• Birkenhead Library Thursday 10am-12noon
• Birkenhead JCP Wednesday 10.30am-12noon
The team can help with job searches and advice, CV writing, job applications and sourcing suitable
training and educational opportunities.
Why not drop in and speak to one of our advisers or
give us a call on 0151 644 5459 (Residents of Tranmere,
Rock Ferry through to Eastham) or 0151 652 4349
(Residents of Birkenhead, Prenton, Beechwood,
Bidston & Oxton)
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Birkenhead resident named
Street Champion
Birkenhead resident Arthur
Whitehead has been named
Street Champion for his
dedication to keeping the
streets of Birkenhead clean
whilst using his green fingered
expertise to help out in the
communal gardens in his
neighbourhood.
To show their appreciation and support, Magenta
Living also presented Arthur with a voucher from a
gardening supply store to help him continue improving
the quality of his local environment. Carl Murphy,
Magenta Living’s Neighbourhood Officer, spoke highly
of Arthur saying “I’m looking forward to working with
him on various environmental projects in the next few
months. He really is a Street Champion and deserves
this loyalty reward.”

10th Anniversary
of the Wirral Flower
and Vegetable Show
The 10th Anniversary of the Wirral
Flower and Vegetable Show will take
place at Birkenhead Park Pavilion on
9th August 2015. There will be
the flower and vegetable competition,
activities for kids, home produce including
pies, chutneys, cakes and lots more.
Entry forms to enter the flower and
vegetable competition are available from
Birkenhead Park Visitor Centre.
For further information you can
contact Birkenhead Park
Visitor Centre on

0151 652 5197

St James
Centre
News
St James Centre, 344 Laird Street,
Birkenhead, Wirral, CH41 7AL
There is something for everyone at the St James Centre this spring. From adult learning to afterschool clubs; job
clubs to benefits advice; activities for babies, children and adults; exercise classes and even a relaxation class;
home cooked food in our Café to volunteering opportunities… our timetable is bursting with things to do! Pop into
the centre, call us on 0151 670 9974 or check out our Facebook page or website for all the details.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Got a spare couple of hours a week? Want to give something back to the
community? Looking to complete an accredited learning programme?
Join our team of volunteers, supporting us in our shop (retail),
café (catering), at reception (administration) and with our community
programme. Call in and pick up a registration form today.

CONTACT DETAILS:
Tel: 0151 670 9974 Website: www.nbdt.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StJamesCentre
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TRANMERE

COMMUNITY PROJECT

TCP

helping young parents...
Are you a dad or about to become one? Meet others and have the opportunity
to get any help or support that you need.
Young dads are welcome to have a game of football on a Wednesday evening
6.00-9.00pm or drop in for some individual help and support on Friday morning
between 9.00 and 12 noon. Both times you will meet Mark King or you can call
him on 649 8017, email mark@tcp.org.uk or text 0754 999 1693.

Young mums - bring your babies and toddlers to Messy Play on Monday
mornings any time between 10.00 am and 12 noon. Here you can help your
child to develop through play, particularly with things you don’t want in your
own home: water, paint, sand and jelly mixes!!!! Come for a chat and make
new friends.If you are interested please contact Anne Keggin on 649 8017
or e-mail Anne@tcp.org.uk or text 0754 999 1693.
Young mums-to-be - Rachel provides help, support and knowledge for those of you who are pregnant and
would like some time to consider how your life will change and what you need to know to be ready for these changes.
Give Rachel a call on 649 8017, text 0754 999 1693 or email Rachel@tcp.org.uk
These sessions are on a Monday afternoon so please feel free to call in 1.00-3.00pm.

Tranmere Community Project, 1 Whitfield Street, Tranmere, Birkenhead CH42 0LR
Visit our website www.tcp.org.uk

Tranmere Community Project
needs your help...
DO YOU HAVE AN HOUR A WEEK TO SPARE?
Tranmere Community Project is desperately in need of volunteers who can
give an hour or two each week to work alongside one of our young people.
You will need tolerance, patience and a sense of humour.
We run, in partnership with Wirral Secondary schools, an Emotional and Social
development programme for 14-16 years old who find it difficult to cope in school.
Initially these young people are much happier working with adult support and this is
why we need volunteers.
All volunteers will be given training and provided with support. For the purposes of keeping young people safe,
volunteers will need enhanced Disclosure and Barring clearance before starting work. We can organise this.
If you are interested please contact Anne Keggin on 649 8017 or e-mail Anne@tcp.org.uk
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Wirral Food Bank growing
to meet increased demand
The importance of the Wirral Food Bank is highlighted by the fact more than
12,000 local people - including nearly 4,500 children - were supported by
the charity in 2014. Since opening its doors in December 2011, Wirral Food
Bank has grown in demand with 14 distribution centres across the Borough.
There is a Food Bank Distribution Centre open every day except Sunday.
Individuals struggling to put food on the table can approach one of the 70
frontline agencies now working in partnership with the Food Bank to seek
advice and help to get them out of their current situation. They may be given
a food voucher which will entitle them to three days food for themselves
and their family.
If you are struggling to make ends meet, contact us today and we
will advise you where help can be sought.
All the food is kindly donated by the community through churches, schools, businesses, individuals and
supermarket collections. The Food Bank is always in need of volunteers so if you’re interested, please
download an application form from www.wirral.foodbank.org.uk or call us on 0151 638 7090.
Contact Details: Telephone 0151 638 7090 Email Wirral.foodbank@btconnect.com

St Catherine’s
Community Centre
going from strength
to strength...
Birkenhead’s newest community centre continues to go from strength to strength with the launch of a series
of new activities. St Catherine’s Community Centre on Church Road, Tranmere has been open less than a
year but in that time has established a firm footing in the area by offering a variety of popular activities and
useful services.

These include things such as baby massage, bag-a-bargain fruit and veg, Zumba, Buggy Park
Fitness sessions, yoga, Nordic Walking, ‘IT and Biscuits’ and an all-abilities running group, which is
part of the award-winning Run In Wirral programme.
To find out more about what’s on at St Catherine’s Community Centre or to book a place at any of
the sessions, contact Anna on 0151 647 3619 or visit their Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/stcathscommunitycentre
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Allotments available locally...
Bebington Road Allotments
Are you getting your 5-a-day? Ever thought of growing some
of it yourself? Used to have an allotment but gave it up
because it became just too much? Know you need more
exercise but can’t face jogging or going to the gym?
If you can say YES to any of those questions, TRAP can help you.
TRAP, the Together Residents Allotments Partnership has plots on 3 allotment sites - Church Road, Bedford
Avenue and Bebington Road. All these plots are sub-divided into smaller areas to provide opportunities for
residents, or local charities, to grow fresh vegetables and fruit on areas that they can cope with, without having
to take on the commitment of running a full-sized plot. TRAP currently has beds (approximately 20 m x 1 m)
available at Bebington Road Allotments. A contribution of just 23p a week (£12 a year) will get you a bed.
Interested? Then contact Eric on 0151 653 7905 or 07442 168509 or georgerobe.42@talktalk.net

Big Local comes to
Beechwood, Ballantyne and Bidston
The Big Local programme is a Big Lottery Fund initiative.
Across England it is investing at least £1 million in 150 neighbourhoods which have been overlooked for
funding in the past. Big Local encourages local people to identify their own priorities and invest in activities
and ideas that are aimed at making their own area a better place to live now and in the future. Local people
shape and drive Big Local in their area.

What’s it all about?
It’s about bringing together local people, talent, ambitions, ideas, skills, assets and energy in our area to
inspire our local community to act. Whether this be through individuals, groups, organisations or
partnerships of all of them, the big idea is to make this a better place to live.

How does it work?
Beechwood, Ballantyne and Bidston have been selected as a Big Local area. The funding is a charitable
endowment to be spent over 10 years. An independent organisation called Local Trust has been set up to help
local areas decide how to spend their allocations. Local Trust arranged for a Big Local representative to help
people pull together ideas for making their community a better place to live in, now and in the future. If you
would like to hear more about the project, contact Karl Rooney, Big Local Programme Manager Beechwood,
Ballantyne and Bidston Village on 0151 353 9700 or email karl.rooney@vcawirral.org.uk
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The Viking Centre &
Youth Club Limited
Established 1965
The Viking Centre has developed into a vibrant
community centre over the past few years with a
wide range of activities for everyone. These activities
include Zumba, Zumba Gold (chair based), junior
and senior youth clubs, work club and benefits
advice, football, community café and lots more.
For regular updates, pop in and speak with one of
our volunteers, call 0151 644 4512 or check out
our website or Facebook page.

Volunteering in the Community
Looking for paid work? Improve your chances enhance your c.v. - by volunteering in your local
community, or perhaps you have a few hours spare
and would like to give something to your local
community? The Vikes is always on the lookout for
volunteers to help with various aspects of our work.
At present we are looking in particular for volunteers
to work in our community café - free training and
uniform provided.

Residents Together Partnership
welcomes new members
The Residents Together Partnership (RTP)
meets on the second Monday of each month in
Royal Standard House, 330-334 New Chester
Road, Birkenhead CH42 1LE. It provides an
opportunity for representatives of residents
groups operating in Tranmere or Rock Ferry,
and individual residents too, to meet to talk
about issues of mutual interest or concern.
Guest speakers bring their expertise and
experience to talk about current issues.
We meet at 12noon for light refreshments
and the meeting begins at 12.30pm. New
members are always welcome. find out more
by emailing gregvogiatzis23@msn.com

Victoria Colts
Junior Girls
Football Club

Victoria Colts Junior Girls
Football Club meet at the Vikes
every Saturday 9am-10am

We would also love to hear from people with a skill to
share- anything you know that you are good at that
you could show others how to do - and don’t let false
modesty stop you - get in touch and we will give you
the chance to share that skill with others.
Contact us on 644 1535,
by email to vikingcentre@yahoo.co.uk or by calling
in to the centre.

Keep in touch...
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As part of the FA’s Get into Football
programme, Victoria Colts Junior Girls
(5-10 years) football takes place at the
Vikes every Saturday 9am-10am. Bring a
drink, sports wear and trainers, shin pads
if you have them.
Play in a bright, warm sports hall, well
away from the winter weather (in the summer we play outdoors in the park). First
week FREE, then £2.50 a week.
For more information contact Barry on
07719 576716
or Vicki on 07792 599742
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Thornton Allotments wins
Best Improved Site for third
consecutive year!
Thornton Allotments has won Wirral’s allotment competition for Best
Improved Site for the third year running. The site is a far cry from the
derelict eyesore it was in 2004 before local residents came together
to bring the site back into use.
They secured funding from Neighbourhood Renewal which enabled
them to carry out work to clear, reset plots and put in new water
lines. By 2008, the site was completely renovated and new tenants
were able to take on plots.
Gardeners World’s Joe Swift visited the site in 2009 for the ‘Get
Digging’ campaign and the efforts of Thornton allotments plot
holders were broadcast to the nation. Gardeners World are due to
return to Thornton in the near future to show how the site has
progressed from the initial filming.

Before improvement

The site improvements have gone on from strength to strength.
The Allotment Society successfully secured further funds for a newly
resurfaced road and toilet. They are now working on clearing two
remaining overgrown plots and replacing fencing and hope to win
Best Improved Site in 2015 for an unprecedented fourth time.

Congratulations to everyone at the Allotment Society
for their tremendous work.

After improvement

Community Spirit Wirral
This group has been created to provide food bags for
anyone on the Wirral who is struggling to put a meal on
the table. They also require donations from as many as
possible to keep these bags going.
Currently, they have drop-off/collection points in Bidston, Wallasey, Birkenhead, Tranmere, Woodchurch and
Rock Ferry.
They also endeavour to provide those in unfortunate situations with furniture and soft furnishings, free of
charge. So please contact the team if you require assistance, or have anything to offer to make a house a
home for those in a sticky situation.
Join Community Spirit Wirral on Facebook or contact Mandy Upton on 0151 201 1120/ 07952 105 319
or Margy Kenny on 0151 630 3346/ 07981 805 634.
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ROCK FERRY OPERATIC SOCIETY PRESENTS

Carmen - The Musical
(by arrangement with Josef Weinberger Limited)

at the GLADSTONE THEATRE, PORT SUNLIGHT
Wed.20th - Sat.23rd May 2015 at 7.30pm
TICKETS £12 and £10 concessions
For further information ‘phone 0151 645 1369 or email

rockferryoperatic@hotmail.co.uk
Clear Solutions is a Government funded training provider which
aims to deliver a personal and enjoyable experience to all of
its customers.
CLEAR SOLUTIONS TRAINING delivers courses in Workskills, Customer
Service and also sources tailored placement opportunities which often turn into job offers. If you are between 16-18,
they deliver The Study Programme, the aim of which is to up skill young people and help them find a placement
which improves their employability.
For further information, call 0151 644 4556 or email tess.kirkhambond@cs-training.co.uk

Flower Word Search
Try to find all of the hidden flower related words in the puzzle below.
Remember, words can be diagonal, vertical, horizontal, frontward or backwards.
DAFFODIL LILY TULIP DAISY ROSE BLUEBELLS
BUTTERCUP CROCUS ORCHID
SUNFLOWER

Tell us what you think!
We want to hear what you think of the first edition of Town Talk.
Email: news-towntalk@hotmail.com with your views and you
will be entered in a prize draw for a £20 voucher.
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@TowntalkNews
Like our Facebook page

