R&E5 Young Drivers: Young Drivers and Passengers aged 17-24yrs
Project Narrative / Description
Nationally it is recognised that young drivers and their
passengers are misrepresented in serious or life taking road
crashes. Whilst Wirral Council alongside its partners such as the
police have previously had good success in reducing death and
serious injury our “4WheelEd” intervention was in need of
revision and refreshing.
The Road Safety Team have developed a new educational
intervention and had embedded a Merseyside Fire and Rescue
Officer into our team to work in partnership with the Council
and the Police to target students aged 16 – 19 who drive (or
who may be passengers in a car with a young driver).
Research shows that more than 3,000 drivers or passengers
aged between 17 and 24 are killed or seriously injured every
year in the UK. The young driver issue regularly reported in the news (http://bit.ly/1KITgwH )
The project aimed to deliver key road safety messages to facilitate an attitudinal and
behavioural change to this age group. These focussed around responsibility and consequences
of their own actions; strategies for discussion with their peers relating to road safety; developing
understanding of speed related issues; use of seatbelts; texting and phoning whilst driving and
other distractions from their passengers.
Using the multi-disciplinary approach of key partner agencies, students are invited to take part
in interactive sessions including a ‘forensic’ examination of a crashed car with Merseyside
Police, Merseyside Fire and Rescue and Wirral Road Safety Officer and are then are given the
opportunity to discuss their findings as to the potential reasons why incidents such as this have
arisen, what injuries would have been caused and how such incidents can have significant
short, medium and long term impacts on a range of people including families and friends.
During the planned sessions, students are able to ask questions in confidence that they may
not previously had he courage to ask and gain a wider, deeper understanding of common risks,
and consequences of car crashes.
During the sessions, the pupils that we have engaged with were introduced to the nationally
recognised and award winning “Engage” North West Scheme. This scheme is collaboration
between Local Road Safety Teams, (including Wirral Council as one of the lead partners),
Merseyside & Cheshire Police and local driving instructors. The scheme provides additional
road safety advice and support to driving instructors and aims to improve driver education
whilst (young) people are learning to drive. The scheme was awarded the highly coveted
Prince Michael International Road Safety Award in November 2014 and was awarded Silver in
the inaugural Young Driver, First Car Award for Engagement.

School Session Delivery:
Educational Establishment

Numbers of Pupils:

Birkenhead Sixth Form
Mosslands
Birkenhead High School Academy,
Birkenhead Boys & St Anselms (Joint
Event)
St Mary's
Pensby
Total:

167
123

Bebington High

Birkenhead High School Academy

540
140
160
1,130

Birkenhead Sixth Form College

Students at Pensby High School (above).

St Mary’s College, featuring partners from Fire & Rescue, Road Safety Team (Wirral Council)
Merseyside Police & Councillor Stuart Whittingham and Councillor Chris Jones (above).
Project Success

We had a target of 2 schools per quarter with an estimated average of 60 pupils in each session
(target of 600 pupils). We exceeded our proposed targets by engaging with 1,300 pupils.
Teacher / Tutor Feedback

- better than usual sessions as more active involvement of the students
- having the example of the car which was involved in a fatal crash was excellent
- the students were highly complimentary and said it was invaluable
See appendix 1 for feedback from a pupil
This has been a positive example of partnership working to achieve a joint goal.
Areas for improvement:
Fitting in external activities with schools/colleges timetable availability especially with such a
large project was a difficult, but not impossible. Due to a variety of factors from schools, it was
not always possible to meet the target delivery of ‘2 schools per quarter’, however we did
exceed the expected target for the numbers of pupils who benefitted from the scheme. As a
pilot scheme it was not always easy to free sufficient timetable space, however based on
feedback from tutors, where the scheme has been delivered it is expected that staff at the
schools/colleges will make greater effort to accommodate such a scheme in future
Do you think the PHOF funding has made a difference?
We would not have been able to work in this partnership if the money had not been available
to pay for an embedded fire officer. We were able to target over 1000 pupils with this
innovative road safety education… We think that the comments of the y12 pupil (see appendix
1) are a demonstrable validation of initiative …. Thank you!

Rhian Hughes
Team Leader, Road Safety

Appendix 1
Year 12 student

