PUBLIC HEALTH OUTCOMES FUND
Project R&E16 Improving access on rural public rights of way across
countryside of Wirral - Final Project Report
Project overview
The Highways Management service, within Regeneration and Environment, bid for funding
to convert 20 existing stiles on public rights away to gates and to improve two sections of
public footpath. The proposals were intended to encourage greater usage of the public
rights of way network, by those residents and visitors who are constrained from using
access to the network due to the presence of stiles. This might affect those with restricted
mobility, wheelchair users, those with pushchairs and small children, and often dog walkers.
The location of the improvements targeted those paths which have access from larger
centres of population in the Borough.
The project sought to elicit feedback from users about the improvements, and also to
promote the public footpaths as a healthy walking option for residents, by providing
information about the paths, and the improvements funded by the project in GP surgeries.
Finance
The project was awarded £25,000, comprising £15,000 to replace stiles with gates together
with a further £10,000 to improve two sections of path which would not easily be able to be
used by those in wheelchairs.
All of the funding was spent in 2013/14, but the service was able to agree rates for gates
which allowed replacement of 48 no. gates rather than the originally planned 20 no.
Project activities
A full list of the sites where stiles have been converted to gates is appended to this report,
and comprises a total of 48 no. conversions.
Two sections of footpath, which were critical to the objectives, have been improved to
provide surfaces which allow access for all. These locations are at Bridleway No 1 at
Storeton, Prenton known as Roman Road and at Bridleway No. 46 at Irby, known as Limbo
Lane.
Work started on the project in the autumn of 2013 on Bridleway 1, Storeton – Prenton,
locally known as Roman Road and which links urban Birkenhead with the countryside of
central Wirral.

The bridleway, pictured above, was overgrown and narrow. The fingerpost was in the
bushes on the left and the trees on the right in the top photo are those on the right in the
bottom photo. Below shows the improved surface for users and the finger post now fully
visible.

Bridleway 46, Irby, Limbo Lane was also improved, as the photos below show, in the autumn
of 2013 (regrettably there are no ‘before’ photos):
This is a popular walking, cycling and horse riding route connecting Arrowe Park and Royden
Park and the villages nearby. The southern end of Limbo Lane in Irby is on the regular 471
bus route between Liverpool and Heswall giving the urban community of Merseyside easy
and immediate access to the countryside.

An example of the improvement of the stiles to gates, Footpath 40 between Raby and
Willaston, one of our cross border routes has received many comments of appreciation
once the work had been carried out.
The location shown is the start of a series of stiles that were replaced with kissing gates.
Feedback has suggested this has helped considerably with the older walking groups from
the area.
Before:

After:

A further example of a damaged stile that became a very difficult climb over, this is
Footpath 26, on two promoted walking routes between the Craft Centre in Brimstage and
the picturesque village of Thornton Hough in the heart of the Wirral countryside; accessible
via local bus and train routes at either Heswall to the West or Spital to the East. There is also
adequate parking in either Brimstage or Thornton Hough.
Before:

Converted into a much more accessible kissing gate:

Project Outcomes
The project went well, with no significant issues to report. The project officer alerted all
known walking groups and friends of the Public Rights of Way network to the
improvements, and proactively sought feedback by providing information and contact
details at the improved locations.
Feedback was received from 46 users of the improved rights of way, and a summary of
those customer contacts is provided as an appendix to this report.
The project funding has proved a strong catalyst for continuing the improvement work, and
the service has continued to invest in replacement of stiles to gates in 2014/15 and
2015/16. It is expected that the Borough will become stile-free (with the exception of a
small number of traditional limestone wall stiles) in 2016, and at local and national level this
of great interest to The Ramblers Association, who are looking to promote Wirral as the first
authority in the country to become, essentially, stile-free, with the improved levels of access
for all users that this will bring.
Promotion of the walking opportunities, and the health benefits associated with this, has
continued, and the network of contacts which have arisen from the project has enabled the
production of a poster which will shortly go up in all GP surgeries across the Borough. The
launch of the posters will coincide with the availability of updated walking leaflets for the
four sections of the Borough’s Rights of Way network.
In conclusion, the project has achieved the goals set out, and has been able to carry out
more conversions than originally proposed. Whilst feedback opportunities are limited, the
service has been able to achieve a range of positive feedback about the improvements. The
project has kick-started further work, funded by the service, to complete the conversion of
the entire network over the two subsequent years since the project was carried out.
Reaching out to those who will most benefit from the proposals is now able to be carried
out through promotion within GPs surgeries and the availability very shortly of updated
walking leaflets providing details of each of the routes available.
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