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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1.1 This report presents Committee Members with the July Policy Briefing papers
which include an overview of ongoing and recent national legislation, bills
presented to Parliament and emerging policies.
2.0 BACKGROUND AND KEY ISSUES
2.1 The policy briefing papers are intended to provide Members with the latest
position on emerging policy and legislative developments to support the
committees work programme and future scrutiny work.
2.2 During the course of the 2015-16 municipal year, the Council’s Policy and
Strategy team will prepare four policy briefing papers which will be reported to
the Policy and Performance Committees for consideration. The following table
outlines the timetable for the preparation and reporting of policy briefing papers:

Policy Papers

July 2015

The first policy briefing will focus predominately on the Queen’s
Speech, which will establish the Government's legislative
programme for the parliamentary year ahead.

September
2015

The second policy briefing will be produced in September and will
focus predominately on the Chancellor’s July 2015 Budget
Statement. The policy briefing will provide an update on policy and
legislation and will consider relevant implications for Wirral.

Policy Papers

January
2016

The third policy briefing will be produced in accordance with the
local government finance settlement which informs the annual
determination of funding to local government. The policy briefing
will provide an update on policy and legislation and will consider
relevant implications for Wirral.

March 2016

The fourth policy briefing will focus upon the Chancellor of
Exchequers Budget. The policy briefing will provide an update on
policy and legislation and will consider relevant implications for
Wirral.

2.3 The July Policy Briefing papers focus predominantly on the policies and
legislation that have emerged from the newly formed Conservative
Government. The papers provide a high level summary based on the available
information released by Central Government at this time. It is expected that the
September Briefing Paper will be more detailed following the release of further
information from Government and will also consider the implications for Wirral.
2.4 The Committee may wish to identify specific policy areas to focus upon which
are in line with the Committee’s work programme. Detailed briefing papers can
be prepared for these subject matters at the request of the Committee which
would be in addition to the regular policy briefing papers outlined above.
3.0 RELEVANT RISKS
3.1 No specific risks identified.
4.0 OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED
4.1 None considered.
5.0 CONSULTATION
5.1 Not applicable.
6.0 OUTSTANDING PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIONS
6.1

Not applicable.

7.0 IMPLICATIONS FOR VOLUNTARY, COMMUNITY AND FAITH GROUPS
7.1 There are none arising directly from this report. Any implications identified in
ongoing and recent national legislation and policy will require further
consideration by the Council to identify the appropriate action that will be taken.

8.0 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: FINANCIAL; IT; STAFFING; AND ASSETS
8.1 There are none arising directly from this report. Any implications identified in
ongoing and recent national legislation and policy will require further
consideration by the Council to identify the appropriate action that will be taken.
9.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
9.1 There are none arising directly from this report. Any implications identified in
ongoing and recent national legislation and policy will require further
consideration by the Council to identify the appropriate action that will be taken.
10.0 EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS
10.1 Has the potential impact of your proposal(s) been reviewed with regard to
equality?
(c) No because of another reason which is
The policy briefing is intended to provide Committee Members with an overview
of ongoing and recent national legislation, bills presented to Parliament,
emerging policies and upcoming consultations.
The local implementation of any policy or legislation will require an individual
equality impact assessment.
1.0 CARBON REDUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS
11.1 There are none arising directly from this report. Any implications identified in
ongoing and recent national legislation and policy will require further
consideration by the Council to identify the appropriate action that will be taken.
12.0 PLANNING AND COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS
12.1 There are none arising directly from this report. Any implications identified in
ongoing and recent national legislation and policy will require further
consideration by the Council to identify the appropriate action that will be taken.
13.0 RECOMMENDATION/S
13.1 Committee Members are requested to note the contents of the Policy Briefing
papers and identify any area of focus for further detailed policy briefings to be
provided.
14.0 REASON/S FOR RECOMMENDATION/S
14.1 To provide Committee Members with an overview of ongoing and recent
national legislation and emerging policy developments.
APPENDICES
1. Policy Papers – July 2015
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Not applicable
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