Motion 4 - BOOSTING FUNDS FOR GREEN TRANSPORT
Proposed by Councillor Pat Cleary
Seconded by Councillor Chris Cooke
Council notes that, following the declaration of a Climate Emergency in Wirral, the draft
climate strategy states that:






Transformation on an extraordinary scale is needed
To meet our fair share of the global pollution reduction challenge means cutting
CO2 by an average of 13.4% each year compared to the present reduction of
around 3.8 % per year
The transport sector accounts for 26% of Wirral’s carbon foot print
We must see a complete shift to fossil fuel free local travel by around 2030

Council is also aware that:








Wirral has again been excluded from the City Region’s plans for new train
stations and there is no funding in place to boost the number of train stations in
Wirral
The bus network in Wirral continues to be eroded by the withdrawal of some
services and reductions in others, leaving more and more residents isolated
and increasing car dependency
That the City Region’s Cycling Infrastructure Plan to 2029 falls well short of
providing a comprehensive network of safe cycling routes in Wirral and, to date,
funding has only been secured for a single scheme in Wirral (Leasowe to
Seacombe)
That there is no plan in place for comprehensive public transport within the
Wirral Waters area and the council has still to declare any alternative to the
proposed streetcar scheme

Council therefore agrees that there is a huge amount of work to be done and funds to
be raised if we are to honour our Climate Emergency declaration and also achieve
zero-carbon transport by 2030.
Council also notes the Workplace Parking Levy introduced by Nottingham City Council
in 2012. This applies a charge for all employers with 11 or more parking spaces with
funds ring fenced for transport improvements. To date, this has helped deliver:




The highest bus and tram use per head in the country outside London.
Reduced congestion, improvements to local air quality and lower carbon
emissions
Additional funding streams as every £1 generated by the levy has helped
deliver an additional £2 in funding from external sources. This has helped
finance a doubling in the local tram network, refurbished train and bus stations
and the fully electric Link bus network

Council therefore requests cabinet to ask relevant officers to prepare a report on a
Workplace Parking Levy for Wirral using the Nottingham scheme as a model. This to
include but not limited to:




The potential direct revenue generation to 2030 for Wirral Borough Council
An estimate of additional funding from external sources leveraging the funds
secured from a local levy
The practical steps required in order to introduce a scheme in the 2020/2021
financial year based on a zero charge per parking place with charging to
commence from April 2021.

Sources
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/information-for-residents/transport-parking-andstreets/parking-and-permits/workplace-parking-levy
https://bettertransport.org.uk/blog/better-transport/winning-policy-nottinghamsworkplace-parking-levy
https://www.centreforcities.org/reader/funding-financing-inclusive-growthcities/reviewing-funding-finance-options-available-city-combined-authorities/1nottingham-workplace-parking-levy/

