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18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/PARTY WHIP  

 
Members were asked to consider whether they had personal or prejudicial interests 
in connection with any item(s) on this agenda and, if so, to declare them and state 
what they were. The following members each declared a personal interest in respect 
of Minute 19, Strategic Asset Review. 
 
Councillor J Hale by virtue of his membership of Hoylake Community Centre 
Management Committee and Westbourne Hall Management Committee. 
 
Councillor G Ellis by virtue of his membership of Hoylake Community Centre 
Management Committee and Westbourne Hall Management Committee. 
 
Councillor P Reisdorf by virtue of his membership of Greasby Community Centre 
Management Committee. 
 
Councillor D Knowles by virtue of his membership of the Seacombe Community 
Centre Management Board. 
 
Councillor S Taylor by virtue of her membership of Vale House Management 
Committee. 
 
  
Members were reminded that they should also declare, pursuant to paragraph 18 of 
the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules, whether they were subject to a party 
whip in connection with any item(s) to be considered and, if so, to declare it and state 
the nature of the whipping arrangement. No such declarations were made. 
  
 
 

19 STRATEGIC ASSET REVIEW  

 
At  its meeting on 15 January, 2009 Cabinet agreed a detailed resolution (minute 325 
refers) following a public consultation on the Strategic Asset Review which was then 
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referred to relevant overview and scrutiny committees in accordance with the 
procedure adopted  for budget proposals agreed by Cabinet. The following 
documents were presented for consideration:- 
 

• Chief Executive’s report to Cabinet on 15 January – Delivering the Strategic 
Asset Review – Consultation Response 

• Appendix 2 Consultation Responses  

• Cabinet resolution  - minute 325 – 15 January 

• Savings on Closure/Transfer of Assets 

• Consolidated schedule in respect of Libraries and Sports Centre closures 

• Statistical analysis of library usage. 
 
A petition, containing 4000 signatures, was submitted to the Committee requesting 
that the Council keep Hoylake Library open for the benefit of residents of Hoylake 
and Meols, and in particular, the young and elderly.  A spokesperson for the 
petitioners addressed the meeting.  She referred to the usage figures for the library, 
the range of activities currently being provided, and its importance to the local 
community as evidenced by a public demonstration held at the library on 24 January 
against the closure proposal. 
 
The Director of Regeneration presented the Cabinet Resolution (Minute 325 – 
15/1/09).  He outlined the proposed amendments to the original SAR proposals and 
reported upon Cabinet’s revised recommendations which were detailed in the 
resolution. 
 
The Director reported that Cabinet had acknowledged the high level of public 
participation in the consultation exercise and the representations that had been made 
regarding the SAR proposals.  It was also mindful of the fact that definite action was 
required to tackle the Council’s budgetary problems and the effects of the recession, 
increasing the need for firm financial control to protect Council Tax Payers. 
 
The SAR approved by Cabinet would achieve a revenue saving of 3,101,000.  A 
provision of £1,863,000 had been created to cover transitional arrangements.   
 
The Director responded to questions from members relating to:- 
 

• Arrangements for the transfer of assets to the community and ongoing 
discussions with representatives of joint management committees and community 
centres across the Borough. 

 

• His response to the Chartered Institute of Libraries and Information Professionals 
regarding the library closure proposals. 

 

• Development of the existing system for ordering library books online  
 

• Discussions with the Director of Children’s Services regarding increased use of 
Children’s Centres. 

 

• Discussions with Merseytravel to improve transportation services to the 
alternative facilities. 

 



Councillor Bob Moon, Cabinet Member, responded to questions from the Chair 
regarding the financial implications associated with the SAR  
 
The Chair highlighted the need to take account of debt charges to cover the cost of 
mothballing/demolition of vacant buildings;  the cost of funding the development of 
the proposed new facilities; and the use of balances to cover the transitional 
arrangements. 
 
Councillor Moon referred to the Council’s budgetary problems and reported that the 
SAR approved by Cabinet would produce revenue savings of £3.1m as an essential 
part of this year’s budget. 
 
The Chair expressed his reservations concerning the consultation exercise and 
stated that the Cabinet report did not fully reflect the public’s opposition to the closure 
proposals. 
 
The Director of Regeneration reported that the Cabinet report set out consultation 
responses which were received and processed by the Council’s officers. 
 
Councillor Ellis asked the Cabinet Member to acknowledge the strength of public 
opinion against the closure proposals and suggested that savings could be made 
elsewhere. 
 
The following speakers addressed the meeting and presented evidence in support of 
the retention of their local branch libraries and the wider contribution made by 
Wirral’s Library Service:- 
 
Mr D Hall (Irby Library) 
Councillor Lesley Rennie (Wallasey Village Library) 
Mr D Webster (Hoylake Library) 
Mrs E Davey (Hoylake Library) 
Mr S Gong (Wallasey Village Library) 
Mr J O’Neill (Hoylake Library) 
 
Sue Roe, Children’s Services Librarian, addressed the meeting. She highlighted the 
achievements of the service in receiving Chartermark status for its performance 
against National Performance Indicators, the range of services currently provided for 
library users, and usage figures indicating that Wirral provided a very successful 
library service.  
 
In response to a question from Mr N Haslehurst, Friends of Leasowe Recreation 
Centre, the Director of Regeneration reported upon preliminary discussions with 
Arena Housing Group regarding proposals for a social housing scheme on this site, 
which would retain public access to the leisure centre under the existing conditions.  
He reported that Arena consultants were  currently considering the viability of this 
proposal, which was intended to provide long-term investment in this area and 
improve facilities within the leisure centre. 
 
Mr Nicholson, Bromborough resident, addressed the meeting.  He referred to the 
Cabinet report setting out the estimated cost of providing new facilities, and to his 
experience in the construction industry, indicating that this figure was subject to 
significant variation. 



 
The Chair thanked the speakers for their attendance at this meeting. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Hale and seconded by Councillor S Taylor that:- 
 
 
“(a) This Committee welcomes Cabinet’s U-turn in its decision to retain 

Woodchurch Leisure Centre, Bromborough Civic Centre Upton Library and 
Pensby Library. 

 
(b) Committee notes that Guinea Gap has only been given a stay of execution 

and the future of Leasowe Recreation Centre remains uncertain. 
 
(c) Committee is shocked that Woodchurch Library and Eastham Libraries, which 

were not even mentioned in the original Strategic Asset Review, are now to 
be closed, and believes that it is unacceptable to treat the residents and 
service users in this way. 

 
(d) Committee believes that the public is totally opposed to the closures 

announced and contained in Cabinet Minute 325, and therefore expresses its 
view that the closures announced by the Cabinet should not go ahead. 

 
(e) Committee further believes that Wirral is made up of a series of 

geographically dispersed and diverse communities; believes that the best way 
of meeting the needs of those communities is by providing local, high quality 
services, and therefore demands that officers cease any further actions on 
the current Strategic Asset Review (other than activity based on streamlining 
back office administration functions) and starts work immediately on a new 
plan which will retain and enhance all those services (libraries, leisure 
centres, community centres, etc) that are currently under threat. 

 
(f) Committee believes that the ruling administration has no mandate to close 

these vital services before the public has had the opportunity to express their 
wishes in the local elections. “ 

 
 
The motion was put and lost (3:4) 
 
It was moved by Councillor D Roberts and seconded by Councillor D Knowles that;- 
  
“This Committee recognises the strength of feelings expressed during the 
consultation period for the Strategic Asset Review.  This Committee welcomes the 
fact that the Cabinet has taken on board many of the issues discussed and has 
amended the recommendations in the Strategic Asset Review accordingly, including 
a reprieve for Woodchurch Leisure Centre, at the cost of £700,000 in projected 
savings. 
 
This Committee recognises, however, that there is still a need to set the Strategic 
Asset Review in the wider context of the Council’s limited finances and a requirement 
to set a sustainable budget and protect Council Tax Payers from high rises in Council 
Tax whilst maintaining essential services to other areas of the community which 



might otherwise be at risk, such as services to elderly people in need of care or 
children in need of protection. 
 
This Committee therefore endorses the Cabinet’s recommendation.” 
 
The motion was put and carried (4:3) 
 
Resolved (4:3) – That: 
 
This Committee recognises the strength of feelings expressed during the consultation 
period for the Strategic Asset Review.  This Committee welcomes the fact that the 
Cabinet has taken on board many of the issues discussed and has amended the 
recommendations in the Strategic Asset Review accordingly, including a reprieve for 
Woodchurch Leisure Centre, at the cost of £700,000 in projected savings. 
 
This Committee recognises, however, that there is still a need to set the Strategic 
Asset Review in the wider context of the Council’s limited finances and a requirement 
to set a sustainable budget and protect Council Tax Payers from high rises in Council 
Tax whilst maintaining essential services to other areas of the community which 
might otherwise be at risk, such as services to elderly people in need of care or 
children in need of protection. 
 
This Committee therefore endorses the Cabinet’s recommendation. 
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